
Word Problems With an Unknown Letter
3rd Grade Word Problems Worksheet

The letter stands for the number you do not know. Use the equation to find it.

Read each story. Use the equation to find the letter.

Name: _______________________        Date: ____________

1. Zoe has 7 bowls. Each bowl has y marbles. Zoe loses 64 marbles. 
Now Zoe has 6 marbles. 7 × y - 64 = 6. What is y? _____

2. Zoe buys 9 packs of stamps. Each pack has y stamps. Zoe also 
has 28 stamps. Zoe has 73 stamps in all. 9 × y + 28 = 73. What is 
y? _____

3. Ethan shares k markers equally among 10 cousins. Each one gets 
5 markers. k ÷ 10 = 5. What is k? _____

4. Jack has 7 jars. Each jar has 9 seeds. Jack has n seeds in all. 
7 × 9 = n. What is n? _____

5. Carlos has 2 cups. Each cup has k markers. There are 8 markers 
in all. k × 2 = 8. What is k? _____
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