
Word Problems With an Unknown Letter
3rd Grade Word Problems Worksheet

The letter stands for the number you do not know. Use the equation to find it.

Read each story. Use the equation to find the letter.

Name: _______________________        Date: ____________

1. Elena has 16 oranges. Ruby has 23 oranges. Ruby has t more 
oranges than Elena. 16 + t = 23. What is t? _____

2. Hana shares 20 notebooks equally among y neighbors. Each one 
gets 4 notebooks. 20 ÷ y = 4. What is y? _____

3. Leo shares w lemons equally among 2 classmates. Each one gets 
7 lemons. w ÷ 2 = 7. What is w? _____

4. Mia has 89 beads. Then Mia loses k beads. Now Mia has 76 beads. 
89 - k = 76. What is k? _____

5. Hugo has 6 boxes. Each box has n stamps. There are 36 stamps 
in all. 6 × n = 36. What is n? _____
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